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OVER THE EDITOR'S TRAINSHELT 

Next month some of the newer 
subscribers will be initiated in 
the Western Railroader "Special" 
system, So that you will under- 
stand how it works, here is the 
story: 





We plan to mail as a part 
of your regular subscription an 
enlarged booklet on the OCEAN 
SHORE RAILROAD, They will be sold 
for-50¢ per copy te non-subscrib- 
ers, but we will ask subscribers 
for a gift, donation or you name 
it for there is no obligation of 
25¢ for the "Special Issue" fund. 
Past specials such as the Lake 
Tahoe and Northwestern Pacific 
numbers worked out fine, 

Admittedly we have had some 
caustic comment from subscribers 
who felt that we were springing 
something on them, but please 
rest assured that there is no 
obligation, If you don't send 
the 25¢ you'll still get The West- 
ern Railroader and there will be 
no personal solicitation, 


INTERURBAN SPECIAL 


We are advised that Ira Swett 
will soon have his LOS ANGELES RY 
history and all-time roster ready 
for mailing. Part I will be a 72 
page history while Part II will be 
a 48 page loose-leaf roster, The 
parts sell for $2 and $1 respect- 
ively. Order from Ira Swett, 1416 








RAILFAN EXCURSIONS 





We are advised that Bay Area 
Electric has postponed its P.E, 
trip to some time in May and may 
include a Los Angeles Transit trip 
in the same weekend. May 3-4 is 
being considered , 

March 9th originally a date 
saved for the Puerto Penasco trip 
out of Los Angeles has been “pirate( 
by both the Bay Area Electric and 
the Railway Club of Southern Calif- 
ornia, The former plans a S.N. 
trip out of Sacramento and the later 
an’outing to Elsinore over the Santa 
Fe, 

The Puerto Penasco trip March 
7, 8 and 9th will Leave Los Angel- 
es Friday night via S.P. connecting 
with the Sonora-Baja California 
Railway at Palaco for Puerto Penasco 
Fares start at $22.00 in coaches, 
Write: Pacifie Railroad Society, 
P.O. Box 5279,-Metropolitan Station, 
Los Angeles 55, California, 

The Bay Area's Key System trip 
has been set up one Sunday to Mar- 
ch'23rd. Write Addison If . Laflin, 
Jr.o, 2119 Marin Ave., Berkeley 7, 
California, 

The Cal-Nevad's spring trip 
over the S.P. to San Ramon Val- 
ley will be held March 30. Tick- 
ets will be available at S,.P. 
ticket offices, 

The Railway & Loco's steamer 
train-trip to Benecia, Sacramento 
Shops, Stockton, Tracy and Niles, 


Seuth Westmoreland Ave,, Los Angelesset for April 27th has established 


6, California, 


C.E.R.A. CHANGES MIND 


We are pleased to note that the 
CERA has decided to issue a year- 
book annually for $5 instead of 
abandoning publications entirely. 
Order now for 1952. 








The N.W.P. trip to Eureka 
will cover the Hammond Lumber 


Company though the June 13-14-15 
date may be set back to a May 
weekend, 
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a fare of $7.50. Tickets only 
from the society. Fred Stindt, 
1414 Aberdeen, San Mateo, Calif. 
Nor-Cal's spring trip has been 
changed to a Tidewater Southern 
steam trip May llth. A steam 
train (TS 132) will be used out 
of Oakland Pier. Fare about 
$7.00. Stops to be made in 
Niles Canyon and on the Tide- 
Water Southern for pictures, 
Tickets from the club only. 
Write: Francis A. Guido, P.O. 
Box 668, San Mateo, California, 
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Petaluma and Santa Rosa Railroad Company 


At the turn of the century 
southern Sonoma county was served 
by the California Northwestern 
(now N.W.P.), with branches to 
Sebastopol and Guerneville, and 
by the Southern Pacific running 
from Napa Junction to Santa Rosa. 
While these carriers furnished 
reasonably satisfactory service, 
the electric railway was the 
“coming thing”. 

The Petaluma and Santa Rosa 
Railway was incorporated June 20, 
1903 as a consolidation of the 
Santa Rosa Street Railway, the 
Union Street Railway of Santa 
Rosa; the Petaluma Street Rail- 
road, and the Central Street 
Railway, 

The latter roads were all horse 
car lines or proposed street rail- 
roads, but the P&SR was to be a 
real electric railroad, 

The Steamer Gold had been 
operating between Petaluma and 
San Francisco for many years prior 
to the P&SR having been built for 
the service in 1883 The P&SR 
took over the boat operations and 
the first spike was driven on Tues- 
day, April 5, 1904 at the steamer 
Gold landing at the foot of Cope- 
land Street in Petaluma. By Oct- 
ober the first passenger car 
reached Sebastopol and on Decemb- 
tr lst regular service was inaug- 
uated from Petaluma via Sebast- 
opol to the CNW crossing at the 
vanta Rosa city limits. 

At this point a controversy 
held up construction several 


months and open warfare flared 
between P&SR construction crews 
and CNW guards, The California 
Northwestern was determined that 
the P&SR should not cross its tra- 
cks and enter Santa Rosa, As early 
as November the CNW had stationed 
guards at the proposed crossing 

on Sebastopol Avenue to prevent 
the cutting of its rails. Ninty- 
two enraged Santa Rosa merchants 
threatened to boycott the steam 
road unless it relented, but the 
impass continuted, 

The electric road, undaunted, 
began building from the other side 
of the CNW into downtown: Santa- 
Rosa. Then on January 4, 1905, a 
car was hauled across the inter- 
section on wooden planks by horses, 
During the next few weeks there- 
after passengers walked across the 
gap and boarded the waiting car 
beyond, 

The climax came on March 1, 
when a temporary injunction against 
the P&SR was dissolved. When the 
track crew arrived to install the 
crossing they found the CNW ready 
and waiting. Two locomotives fitted 
with special pipes to douse the 
workers with steam and hot water 
moved ceaselessly back and forth 
across the intersection, On sid- 
ings were several cars loaded with 
sand and gravel to be dumped into 
the electric line's excavations 
faster than it could be shoveled 
away. In order to stop the 
movement of the steam engines, a 
director of the P&SR lay down on 
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The Great Battle Between the 





P.and S.R. and CNW. Railways March 1, 1905 


the CNW tracks and stubbornly 
resisted efforts to dislodge hin, 
while his men fought to keep him 
on the rails. 

Late in the afternoon, Presid- 
ent A. W. Foster of the California 
Northwestern arrived on a special 
train with a strong-arm gang of 
150 fighting men. Soon, however, 
his attorney notified him that an 
injunction had been granted against 
the CNW and thereupon Foster gath- 
ered up his men and equipment and 
departed, That evening the Pet- 
aluma and Santa Rosa finally had 
effected its crossing and the first 
trolley moved into town under its 
own power amid the cheers of the 
thousands who had assembled to 
watch the battle, 

In the first flush of enthus- 
iasm over the new electric rail- 
way, many ambitious extensions 
were planned. Most immediate 


was the extension from Sebast- 
opol to Forestville, 7 miles. 
Service was opened to Green 
Valley Township as early as 
January 26, 1905, but the first 
car did not reach Forestville 
until July 15th. 
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Plans were proposed for more 
routes to Tomales and-Dillon's 
Beach, to Geyserville, Healds- 
burg, to Sonoma and to Napa. 
Adopted was a plan to build fron 
Petaluma southward to Point Pedro 
near San Rafael, whense fast 
ferries would have wisked passeng- 
ers to San Francisco, Indeed, 
grading had already been started 
at Point Pedro at the time-ef the 
earthquate and fire of 1906, but 
the effects of that catastrophe 
were of such magnitude that all 
attention was given to reconstru- 
ction rather than expansion, 

The line's outlet to San Fran- 
cisce via the steamer Gold-was 
quite suitable for freight; as 
indeed it seems even today, but 
passenger service by Petaluma 
Creek was not frequent though it 
was cheap. 

In 1911 considerable agitation 
was again afoot to extend the 
road northward to Healdsburg and 
southwerd to the bay, this time 
at McNear's Point. The extension 
was built to Two Rock branching 
five miles off of the main line 
at-Liberty which was open on July 
28, 1913. 
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Top: P&SR "Petaluma" from a Stephenson catalogue. Middle: #67 
from a company photo. Bottom: #51 on a Petaluma Chamber of 
Commerce charter run at Sebastapol, 
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Passenger cars at Petaluma-after abandonment of passenger 
service, Top to Bottom 55, "69" and 57. The "69" is prob- 
ably #59 renumbered by railfans. - Ed Wrrer 
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Petaluma and Santa Rosa Railroad Company 
ELECTRIC TRAIN SCHEDULES 
Effective January 1, 1932 
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EFFICIENT OVERNIGHT FREIGHT SERVICE BETWEEN 
San Francisco and Petaluma, Sebastopol, Santa Rosa, Graton, 
Forestville, Two Rock 
Store-Door Delivery Service available at Petaluma, Santa Rosa and Sebastopol 





H. S. GRAHAM, Traffic Manager 
Petaluma, Calif. 




















One of its last public timetables, from the collection of the late W. M. Rogers. 
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P&SR's home-made freight motors 1004, °1008 and 1010 at Pet- 1 
aluma from the collection of Ed Wrrer,. I 
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Top: Motor 506 on railfan excursion 4/6/41. Middle #504 at 
Petaluma; Bottom: #502 at Petaluma. -- Ed Wrrer 
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In 1918 a change in name to 
the Petaluma and Santa Rosa Rail- 
road followed a foreclosure sale 
on October 29 of-that year, 

From 1920 on, paved roads, 
the private automobile and trucks 
cut into’passenger and freight 
business, On September 30, 1925, 
the passenger service to Two Rock 
was discontinued after passenger 
revenue had declined from $400 to 
$27 per month. 

Northwestern Pacific passenger 
schedules of the period 1920-32 
contained tables showing P&SR 
connections both at Petaluma and 
Santa Rosa. Fair connections 
were made though not uniformly so. 


In 1932 the Northwestern Pac- 
ific acquired the stock of the P&SR 
President of the P&SRbecame the 
President of the NWP. On July 
lst of the same year all passeng- 
er service on the rail line was 
abandoned though passenger ser- 
vice on the steamers continued 
until 1935. 

The original Geld had burned 
November 29, 1920, but was rep- 
laced by the steamer Fort Bragg 
which was renamed Gold. A sec- 
ond steamer the Resolute had 
been purchased in 1912 and parts 
of this boat went into the new 
Petaluma, The second Gold was 
scrapped in 1940, but the Pet- 
aluma carried on until it was 
replaced by two barges and a tug. 
The tug takes a barge from San 
Francisco early in the evening 
which has been loaded during the 
day. It arrives at Petaluma 
about midnight and leaves its 
barge and takes the Petaluma 
barge to San Francisco for early 
morning deliveries. 

Following the purchase by 
the NWP the freight terminals at 
Petaluma, Sebastopol and Santa 
Rosa were consolidated and the 
NWP branch to Sebastopol was 
abandoned, The end of passenger 
service resulted in the abandon- 
ment of one mile of track in the 
down-town portion of Santa Rosa, 

In 1947 electric operation 
ended when motor 1008 brought a 
carload of horses to Liberty in 
on January 24th. The overhead 
was torn town and small diesels 
took over, The freight motors 
were all-barned at Sacramento on 
March 15, 1947, 
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ROSTER OF EQUIPMENT 

Ol express trailer built by P&sp 
in 1921. 

51-57 center-entrance combination 
cars built by Stephenson inn 
1904. 

51 now luch room in Santa Rosa 
53 lunch room in Petaluma 
55 scrapped in 1942 
57 scrapped in 1942 
59-67 combination cars built by 
Holman Car Co. in 1904, 
59 one mile north of Sebastopol! 
61 Petaluma Oil Burner Co, 
63Sebastopol Ave., Santa Rosa 
65 Bennett Valley, Santa Rosa 
67 residence, Wilson St., Pet, 
69-73 trailers built by P&SR in 
1921 - had open windows. 
all scrapped in 1932. 

Note: There were no even number- 

ed cars, 

Locometives 

100 steel,°100,000 Ibs 4-250 hp 
motors. Leased from South- 
ern Pacific formerly used 
in Oregon; Returned; sold 

502 steel, 77,000 ibs, 4-75 hp 
motors Built by American Car 
Co., 1917; acquired 1920 fron 
Kansas City-Kays-Valley R.R. 

504 wood, 91,000 ibs, 4-150 hp 
motors; built by Ocean Shore 
Railroad.- Acquired in 1921, 

506 steel, 93,000 lbs; 4-150 hp 
motors; built in 1923 by P&SR 

from Sacramento Northern cab 
and Oceanshore trucks. 

1004A-B wood, 51000 ibs 8-48 hp 
motors, Motor acquired in 
1927 and rebuiit . 

1008-A-B 51000 Ibs, 8-48 hp. 
motors. Acquired in 1928 and 
rebuilt, 

1010 wood, 51000 libs 4-48 hp 
built by P&SR in 1930 from 
second-hand parts, 

Note: B units have no controls 
but are used only with correspon- 
ding A units. 


The passenger cars were orig- 
inally painted brown. Later they 
were painted white, but this was 
to prove unsatisfactory because 
motorists claimed they thought 
the cars were just another chicken 
house, The cars were then 
painted yellow, 


A combination of history and 
rosters written by the late Robert 
Ellison and Walt Sievers. 
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Robert P&SR #100 before being returned to the Southern Pacific after 
being operated under lease. -- Express trailer #01 at Petal- 
uma, -- P&SR's diesel #2 at Tiburon in 1947, - Ed Wrrrer. 
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PETALUMA & SANTA ROSA RAILROAD steamers on San Francisco Bay. 
Top is the GOLD (I) as seen from Point San Pablo about 1918 


passing The Brothers Lighthouse. Below the PETALUMA taken off 
a San Francisco pier a few years ago, 


The steamer schedule in 1915 consisted of two round trips 
daily except Sunday leaving San Francisco at 11:00 a.m, and 
4:00 p.m. and Petaluma at 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.em.. The fare 
was 50¢ with berth 50¢ extra, In the early twenties the 
schedule was cut to one round trip though two boats were 
used leaving San Francisco daily except Sunday at 5:00 p.m. 
arriving at Petaluma about 9:00 p.m. and leaving Petaluma at 
9:00 p.m. and arriving in San Francisco about 3:00 a.m. . 
The fare was 60¢ with berths 50¢ extra, 

Passenger service on the steamers ended in 1935 and the 


PETALUMA made the last trip for the P&SR steamers on August 
24, 1950, 


Photographs from Robert W. Parkinson, 
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CALIFORNIA CABLE 
JOINS MUNI SYSTEM 


Consolidation of Public Transit 
Under City Ownership Completed 
By Acquisition of Historic Lines 

Operation of the three lines of the 
California Street Cable Railway Com- 
pany as part of the Municipal Rail- 
way system commenced on January 
13th. With this acquistion, all public 
transit facilities in San Francisco be- 
came consolidated under municipal 
ownership. 

It was expected that some troubles 
might develop with the long unused 
cables, and the predictions were 
promptly fulfilled. A broken cable 
strand stopped all service on the Hyde- 
OFarrell and the Jones Street shuttle 
lines 64 minutes after they were put 
in operation. 

The 3000 foot strand of cable broke 
loose and wrapped itself around the 
rest of the cable like a corkscrew. To 
repair it, the cable had to be run 
through the engine room, where 
workmen stripped the shredded strands 
foot by foot. Motor coaches provided 
substitute service during the cable 
breakdown. 

Other troubles with the cables had 
developed earlier when a strand broke 
on the outer section of the California 
Street line. This did not disrupt the 
Service, however, asa truck was used 
to push the cars from the cross-over 
just west of Hyde back onto the in- 
bound cable. 

Resumption of service on the his- 
toric cable lines marked the end of a 
five and a half month period of inac- 
tivity. On August 1, 1951 the private 
company ceased operation due to 
financial difficulties. The service on 
the outer portion of the California 
Street line had been abandoned some 
time previously because the company 
did not have funds to replace the 
worn-out Cable. Service on the other 
lines had been erratic because of me- 
chanical troubles. 

The condition of the lines was not 
improved by the long disuse, although 
considerable work has been done since 
the Railway took possession of the 
properties. Dependability of service 
cannot be assured until the new cables 
which have been ordered for the cable 
lines are delivered 


TROLLEY TOPICS | 





At $6 Million Cost 


@ An order for 36 new Die- 
sel locomotives for use on the 
Rio Grande has been_placed 
with General Motors Electro- 
motive Division, it was an- 
nounced Nov. 5 by General 
Manager A. E. Perlman. 26 
of the engines will be F-7 road 
Diesels and the other ten will 

G-P-7 switchers. Both types 
develop 1,500 h.p. Estimated 
cost of the additional fleet is 

in excess of $6 millions. 
a 











NEWS se om 





SAN DIEGO NEWS The San Diego Transit's 
lease on space at its 
former Adams Avenue carhouse now owned by 
the San Diego Paper Box Company will soon 
end and on February 13th they started mov- 
ing the 11 PCC's to a bus parking area at 
the 15th and Imperial garage. The 50 400 
class cars and the 3 service cars are up 
for bid and presumably may be scrapped, 
Jack Whitmeyer and Eric Sanders 





SALTAIR NOTES The Salt Lake Garfield & 
Western received a small 
center cab diesel the first week of Febru- 
ary from New York State lettered HMX 105. 
The line also has a small four wheeled gas 
engine with a USA number and it is presumed 
that they will be numbered 402 and 403. 

On February 13 a gasoline motor car with 
a semi PCC and bus appearance arrived from 
Fayetteville, N.C. lettered Aberdeen & 
Rockfish 106. It is single end and will 
have to be wyed at each terminal, 

Before the summer season it is expected 
that the entire overhead of the Saltair 
will be removed, It is reported that at 
least one of the motor cars with the cut 
off roofs will be made into a trailer. 

Fred Fellow 
ABANDONMENTS 
DENVER INTERMOUNTAIN (electric) -applied 
to-abandon between Dever, Colo., and Gold- 
en, 21.2 miles, RIO GRANDE SOUTHERN has 
applied to abandon entire line between 
Ridgeway, Colo,, and Durango, 162.6 miles. 
UNION PACIFIC (LA&SL) has applied to aban- 
don its Fairfield Branch- between Cutler, 
Utah, and Five Mile Pass, 23.6 miles. The 
WYOMING RAILROAD has applied to abandon-its 
long defunct line’ between’ Buffalo, Wyo., 
and Clearmont, 28.6 miles, The DENVER & 
RIO GRANDE WESTERN is seeking to discontin- 
ue passenger service between Grand Junct- 
ion and Montrose, 





NEW CONSTRUCTION The UNION PACIFIC has 


announced plans for a new 
line over Sherman I]ill in Wyoming (between 
Laramie and Cheyenne) which will reduce the 
Westbound grade from 1,55 to .82 between 
Dale Creek and Cheyenne, The present line 
will be retained eastbound, but part of the 
double track will be removed, 





SOUTH ERN PACIFIC de MEXICO also sold 1733, 
a 2-6-0 from the Pacific system to the Mex- 
ican government in addition to those listed 
last month, -- Ed Wrrer 
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KNOTT'S BERRY FARM 
OPERATES NARROW GAUGE 

Some 22 miles south of Los 
Angeles and 15 miles east of 
Long Beach near Buena Park a 
narrow-gauge operating railroad 
has been set up by Mr and Mrs 
Walter Knott consisting of for- 
mer Rio Grande Southern 409, 
2-8-2 
mer-Rio Grande Southern engine 
#41, 2-8-0 and four narrow gauge 








GRANTS PASS TRAIN 
ABANDONMENT SET FEB. 26 

The SP's Dunsmuir-Grants 
Pass connection with the Shasta 
Daylight is scheduled to end 
February 26th. Know as trains 
327 and 328 they have been very 
lightly patronized, 


SOUTHERN CAL NOTES PACIFIC El- 





ECTRIC diesel 
1652 is being used as a switcher 
at San Diego on the SD&AE, LOS 
ANGELES TRANSIT has started re- 
painting its new PCCS (3126- 
3165). By the End of December 
all PACIFIC ELECTRIC overhead 
from Oneonta to Macy Street was 
removed and work started on the 
San Bernardino Line."Timepoints" 





passenger cars from D&RGW's-"San THE WESTERN RAILROADER 


Juan", The two parlor cars, the 
"Chama" and->the “Durango” and 
two coaches, make up the train. 
About three-quarters of a mile 
of track has been laid in an 
oval and the former PE station 
at Stanton has been moved to 
the site. Trips are sold at 
50¢ per ride with a ticket that 
is said to be worth the 50¢ 
alone, 

Caboose 0402 from the RGS 
is also on the property as is 
a two-foot gauge o-4-0T from a 
mining road, Trains are oper- 
ated daily except Monday and 
Tuesday. - Wm. R. Dorr 


SAN DIEGO NOTES Newspapers of 

the LaMesa and 
El Cajon areas near San Diego 
have suggested restoration of 
commuter service on the SD&AE's 
El Cajon branch. 

‘San Diego & Coronado Ferry 
Co. is considering purchase of 
another ferry now that proposals 
for a tube have been turned down 
by the voters, The fleet new 
consists of the "San Diego", 
"Coronado", “North Island" (ex- 
SPGG "Golden West") and the 
"Silver Strand" (ex-SPGG "Gold- 
en Shore"), Smaller ferries al- 
so operate between North Island 
and San Diego, - Eric Sanders 
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Back Issues for Sale --- Subject to Stock on Hand | 


Issue-Feature 


76 
93 
98 
111 


Sen Francisco Transit History (part) 


Hetch Hetchy Railroad, roster, map, pictures 


California Western Railroad 
History of 40-Line, illustrated (25¢) 
Alameda & San Joaquin Railroad, illustrated 


History & Rosters of Northwestern Pacific 50f 


San Frencisco Transit History (part) 
Pickering Lumber Co., history, roster, pix. 


Mich. Cal. end; W.P. relocation; Hetch Hetchy’ 


Nevada County Traction, history, pictures 
Virginia & Truckee Railroad, illustrated 
Pacific Electric, western district histary 
Southern Pacific 3500's, illustrated 
History of S.P.'s Suntan Special 
California Western Railroad, illustrated 
History of Tidewater Southern, rosters, map 
and illustrated 35¢ - only few left 
Horsecar lines of California, illustrated 
Western Pacific's Zephyrette, illustrated 


San Francisco Municipal Railway today - pix. 


Western Lumber Railroads - listed 

Death ‘Valley Mono Rail 

History of the Mount Tamalpias & Muir Woods 
Railroad with many pictures 25¢ 


Fruit Growers' Supply RR, roster, illustrate 


Diamond Match Co. R.R., roster, illustrated 
S.P. Observation Cars, list and discription 
Street Cars in Palo Alto, Gal., illustrated 
Saltair Interurban (Utah), illustrated 


Tonopah & Tidewater history, roster, pictures 


State Belt RR, story, roster ani pictures 
Monorail plans for Bay Area; map 


Except as noted above copies are 20¢ each. 


Some issues are in extremely short supply and we 
can not guarentee supply to last long. 
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